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Also in a endance: Mr D Smith Parish Clerk, 1 Member of the
Public and Sgt Duncan Wallace.
Police A endance: Sgt Wallace reported that he now had responsibility for the whole of East Herts rural area. There had been four
crimes in our parish since he last reported. Speed checks had
been under taken three 'mes in the villages and would con'nue.
Speed watch was not available on roads with a 40 miles an hour
speed limit. Cllr Kenyon reported on the mee'ng he had as a
member of the public with the responsible oﬃcer from the Metropolitan Police regarding training of drivers through our villages.
Accounts for Payment: Salary and PAYE for the clerk. A new printer and a set of inks had been purchased.
Installaon of Flower Beds at the village entrances: The clerk will
obtain quota'ons from two more contractors. Concerns were
raised about the maintenance costs.
Financial spending: The Clerk reminded the mee'ng that under
ﬁnancial regula'ons he had authority to spend up to £200. Any
such spending would be reported to councillors immediately.
Newsle er. Cllr Kenyon thought that it had been a good issue. Cllr
Harrington asked if distribu'on used to be paid for. As this was
the case, the subject of paid distribu'on will be on the next
mee'ng agenda. Cllr Kenyon said that the Metropolitan police
had agreed to produce copy for the newsle er. Cllr Ling requested that all news be reported to her.
Herts Highways. It was unclear whether the work on the footpaths to the North of Chipping was completed. The clerk is to inves'gate. Cllr Harrington felt there was s'll a mobility issue on
the footpath between the two villages. The clerk reported on progress with Her7ordshire Highways regarding gravel spilling onto
the road from the entrance to Chipping Barns.
The milestone: at the north entrance to Chipping. The e-mails
from the Milestone Society were discussed. The clerk produced
an up-to-date photograph of the milestone.It was proposed by
Cllr Ling seconded by Cllr Kenyon that councillors dig out around
the milestone to fully understand its current condi'on.
Parish Plan: Cllr Harrington reported that the commi ee had held
a further mee'ng and the minutes had been distributed to all
councillors. Jill Jones had reported on the subject of Neighbourhood Plans. However it was felt that informa'on gathering was
s'll important and decisions about prin'ng and distribu'on will
be taken later.
Village Events: A discussion about a proposed barn dance in Buckland and television relay of events in London took place. It was
proposed by Cllr Kenyon seconded by Cllr Noades that a sum of
up to £300 be available if a jubilee event takes place. An amendment by Cllr Jones that no ﬁxed ﬁgure be agreed was not seconded. The proposal was agreed by four votes with one absten'on.
There was the possibility of a grant from East Herts District Council.
Correspondence: Cllr Kenyon reported on correspondence with
Oliver Heald MP regarding the drains in Chipping. Remedial work
had been carried out. Cllr Kenyon would monitor the situa'on.
The date for the next Parish Council mee'ng was set for May 14th
2012 which will also be the date of the Annual Mee'ng of the
Council and the Annual Parish Mee'ng.

May Parish Meengs
Members of the Public and some'mes even Members of the
Council can be confused when the no'ce of mee'ngs is published for May. This is because there are three diﬀerent mee'ngs
called, o>en on the same night.
The ﬁrst is The Annual Parish Meeng – This mee'ng is not a
Council mee'ng, but a statutory mee'ng of the electorate. It is
called by the Council because it is the Council’s responsibility to
make sure the mee'ng happens. There is no set format for this
mee'ng but usually, the Parish Council Chairman will give an
overview of the past year and if there is a current major issue,
then this issue is usually discussed.
The second mee'ng is The Annual Meeng of the Council –
Again this mee'ng is statutory and the ﬁrst business must be to
elect a Chairman of the Parish Council for the forthcoming year,
if the Parish Council has a Deputy Chairman, this posi'on must
also be ﬁlled. By law, when the Chairman has been appointed, he
or she must sign a Declara'on of Acceptance of Oﬃce.
The ﬁnal mee'ng is the Ordinary Meeng of the Council – The
normal business of the Council is conducted during this mee'ng.
Jeﬀ Jones. Thank you Jeﬀ for this succinct explanaon-Ed

Wanted
A few of you
will
know
that I own a
1935 London Taxi; the type that is o>en seen in the TV series
Poirot. To increase its public interest I am searching for brown
suitcases, (maximum of approx 30” x 18”), to ﬁt into the load
compartment to represent a passenger’s luggage. A suitcase
doesn’t have to be in top condi'on as it is only for display purposes. What might you have languishing in the lo> or shed?
Please give me a call on
01763 271954 Iayn Thomas Chipping
Sewers in Chipping
At the risk of invoking the wrath of “St Swithin”, despite the
somewhat tropical monsoon weather we have had since the announcement of the hosepipe ban and drought orders in this area,
the sewers in Chipping seem to be coping manfully with both the
normal sewerage and the abnormal deluges from the storm
drains. It is to be hoped that, since the last repair work undertaken by Thames Water on the main sewer just south of Chipping in
early March, the problems have ﬁnally been overcome and the
constant appearance of Water Engineers in the village will become just a distant memory...'me will tell!!! Jeﬀ Kenyon
Parish Plan update
There has been a lot of work recently by the Central Government
looking at life local to home. They recently published the Localism Act which asks for neighbourhoods to take more control over
the vision of their community and form this into a
‘Neighbourhood Plan’. The guidance for this new form of plan

remains in dra form, once it has been conﬁrmed, we will take
all the work to date on the Parish Plan, u lise it within the
Neighbourhood Plan and ‘tweak’ it where necessary. An event
to launch the working of the Neighbourhood Plan will be arranged for later in the year, un l then, hold onto all your ideas
and thoughts for how you would like your community to be!
Teresa Harrington

The proposed mings for the event are:

Met Police Cars on the A.10.
Having received numerous comments and concerns about the use of the A.10, and especially the
villages along it, for high-speed prac ce, Glenys
and I decided to contact Oliver Heald MP about
the problem. He immediately forwarded our le7er
to the Home Oﬃce ( which has responsibility for the Metropolitan Police) and we subsequently received a reply from the Head
of the Met Police Driving School oﬀering to come and discuss
the issues with us.
2 weeks later the Chief Inspector and his senior Sgt Driving Instructor arrived for a review of the situa on. We explained
that residents were concerned at the high speeds at which the
drivers under instruc on drove through Chipping and other villages, the dangers which drivers felt themselves in when slowing to turn into driveways or side turnings, and the poten al
dangers to pedestrians...especially the elderly and young children...when crossing the A.10. The ques on was also asked as
to why the Met, which is basically an inner M25 force, needed
to train on roads that were very unlike the roads in their home
territory.
Taking the last point ﬁrst, we were informed that from
me to me the Met's oﬃcers were required to follow suspects
out of their own area and that at mes this entailed highspeed
driving. The Oﬃcers fully understood our concerns regarding
the high speed driving in our villages and explained that the vehicles drivers had to display ﬂashing lights and ac vate the
horns when exceeding either a local speed limit ( 40mph in our
villages ) or the na onal limit ( 60 mph) on the single carriageway of the A.10.
They accepted residents' concerns about perceived dangers within the villages but explained that the drivers in queson were always under the control of a high- speed driving instructor and were required to give a running commentary on
what they saw ahead and the poten al dangers that might ensue. We gave a few examples of dangerous driving which we
had personally witnessed on the A.10 north of Reed and I think
the message sank home that the concerns in the area were jusﬁed and not exaggerated.
The Chief Inspector explained that, for opera onal reasons, the cars would appear on a couple of days a month carrying out a number of runs along the A.10 (Puckeridge to the Silver Ball) which was why residents felt that the road was used
excessively, even though they were not there most days.
I think we had a full and frank discussion on the issues
and that both sides now more fully understand the concerns
and thoughts of both par es.
Glenys and I were oﬀered an opportunity to “sit in” on a
driving class and see how the drivers are instructed and controlled by the instructors; we an cipate this will occur in midMay. Jeﬀ Kenyon

7pm – barbecue to be lit and evening entertainment to start. The entertainment
will be ‘local talent’. We currently have a few people who
have volunteered (or should I say been presspress-ganged) to
demonstrate their exper se. We have kindly been oﬀered
the use of a PA system through which we can play CDs etc.,
and we con nue to look into ge0ng a karaoke machine (due
to public demand!).

(I for one, think things have improved considerably. The
Met must have taken the comments onboard! Ed)

Diamond Jubilee Party
I am thrilled to conﬁrm that the party is all set to go
ahead on Saturday 2nd June 2012 at Buckland Bury
Farm barn. It will start at 3pm and ﬁnish at 11pm.
This is free of charge to all residents, family and friends of
those living in Buckland and Chipping.

3pm – shared aernoon tea with local
photos displayed
4-7pm – children’s and adults’ ac vi es,
tug of war and prize giving

A future fund raising event is a coﬀee morning that will be
held by the picnic bench on the common ground in Buckland
on 19th May. To ensure the party is as super as we can make
it, we need support to fund raise. This can be me on the
stall or a dona on of baked goods etc, but just as importantly, we need you to come along and buy from us. The turnout
at the recent bringbring-andand-buy in Chipping was extremely disappoin ng so we are hoping to do much be7er on the 19th.
We have a small hard working group of people who are managing aspects of the party, however we need more people to
get ac vely involved to ensure that all can enjoy the day. In
par cular, we would love to see more people represen ng
Chipping in this group.
This is the last newsle7er before the party. I am keeping as
many people up to date by email as I can. If you know of a
neighbour or friend receiving these, please do ask them
what’s occurring! Teresa Harrington
(Thank you Teresa. Come on folks. A lot of work is being put into this
and it is being organised at village request. Please oﬀer help to the gallant few who have taken on this task.Ed)

Bunngford U3A
Next monthly mee ng on Monday 14 May. Doors open at 2pm,
at the Seth Ward Community Centre, Bun ngford. Jean Devenish

The next Parish Council Meeng
Monday May 14th at 7.30pm
at St Andrew’s Church, Buckland
Contact details
Clerk: David Smith, 6 Willow Close, Reed, Royston, SG8 8BA 01763
849023
email: clerk@bucklandandchippingpc.org.uk
Newsleer: Marion Ling: 01763 272368
email: m.g.ling@b nternet.com
Parish Council members:
Chairman: John Noades, 4, Ermine Court Bun ngford 01763 271191
Daniel Hall: Roadside Co7age, Buckland 01763 271298
Teresa Harrington: 23 Hill View, Buckland 01763 272708
Jeﬀ Kenyon, Ashford Co7age, Chipping 01763 274163
Jeﬀ Jones, Brook Co7age, Chipping 01763 274800
Marion Ling, Deerleap, Chipping 01763 272368
Please contact a councillor if you would like a li to any council
mee ngs.

The agendas for the mee ngs are on both village no ce boards.
This Newsle,er is published by the Parish Council quo-ng from conﬁrmable sources but the Editor accepts no responsibility for misinforma-on.

Please note the summer venue for the next few mee ngs.

